kCRAW  - HILL  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  INC.  25  CENTS  PER  COPY 


DECEMBER  12,  1936 

★  POWER  POOL  CONFERENCE  OISBANDS 

★  S.E.C.  PLACES  BAN  ON  DIVIDENDS 

★  FISHER  HONORED  WITH  McGRAW  MEDAL 

★  UTILITY  CASES  REMANDED  TO  COURT 

★  ROSS  ASSAILS  PRIVATE  OWNERSHIP 

U/eekiy  ^utjaut  7iaute6  J^etional  Mewi 

Mami^actuxina  and.  Alaxketi  •>  A/aur  ^onittaction 

KVOIHDIK  JO  llii 


TWO  GRAMO  nt  rURES 
GIVE  ME  VOUR  f  CART' 
•SING  B  ;  NO* 


wrk.w’Wi 
ir  NH»> 


I  yWJIWl'BWinW'l®’ 

I  V  <Ma>uBun«niB 


HfiKTLHLU 


XT’S  a  fair  bet  that  very  few  of  the  5cxd,ooo  Chi- 
cagoans  who  gathered  recently  to  celebrate  the 
installation  of  their  new  street  cars  caught  the  teal 
significance  of  the  event.  They  were  greeting  the  safest, 
smoothest,  fastest,  and  most  comfortable  public 
vehicles  ever  placed  on  a  city  street — ^which  is  enough 
to  make  any  city  excited.  Yet  most  of  them  didn’t  get 
this  important  point:  Today,  if  a  city  wants  the  most 
modern,  luxurious  public  transit,  it  must  use  electric 
vehicles.  No  other  motive  power  combines  so  many 
desirable  advantages. 


must  soon  be  replaced.  Some  lines  will  want  the 
modern,  trackless  electric  coach  —  a  rubber-tired 
vehicle  which  has  won  wide  popularity  throughout  the 
nation.  Briefly,  the  new  electric  transit  is  read) — and 
the  people  are  electing  it  by  landslide  v^otes  wherever 
comparative  tests  are  made. 


Why,  you  may  ask,  this  sudden  popularity  of  electric 
vehicles?  d'he  answer  is  co-operation.  For  years,  the 
American  dVansit  .Association,  car  builders,  and  elec¬ 
trical  manufacturers  have  worked  together,  spending 
millions  of  dollars,  to  retain  the  proved  advantages  ot 
electric  power.  .As  you  might  expect.  General  Klectric 
has  taken  a  leading  part,  for  it  is  fundamental  that 
we  should  build  for  the  future  of  the  electrical  industry. 
A'ou  share  in  the  benefits  of  this  progressive  poliQ 
every  time  you  specify  General  Electric  equipment. 
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Brooklyn  anti  Chicago  have  installed  these  new  cars. 
Pittsburgh,  Baltimore,  I.os  Angeles,  and  San  Diego 
will  soon  have  similar  installations.  Looking  around, 
we  see  22,000  street  cars,  using  more  than  2,000,000,000 
kw-hr  a  vear,  that  are  more  than  20  vears  old  and  that 
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Broader  Test  of  Public  Utility  Act  Appears  Likely 
as  Supreme  Court  Places  Stay  Limit  in  Two  Cases 

Suits  brought  by  North  American  and  American  Water  Works  &  Electric  remanded  to  lower  court 
to  review  government’s  motion  —  Justice  Cardoza  emphasizes  importance  of  regulatory  and 
control  measure  —  Await  decision  of  Judge  Mack  in  Electric  Bond  and  Share  Case 
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A  broader  test  of  the  constitutional¬ 
ity  of  the  public  utility  act  than  is 
possible  in  the  government’s  suit 
•gainst  Electric  Bond  &  Share  and 
twenty-one  affiliates  and  subsidiaries 
appears  likely  as  a  result  of  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Court  this  week 
in  remanding  to  the  lower  federal 
court  the  suits  brought  by  North 
.\merican  Company  and  American 
Water  Works  &  Electric  Company 
(see  Electrical  World,  November, 
28,  1936,  page  7). 

The  court,  by  a  unanimous  decision, 
held  that  as  a  general  matter  “discre¬ 
tion  was  abused  by  a  stay  of  indefi¬ 
nite  duration  in  the  absence  of  press¬ 
ing  need”  in  the  two  utility  suits 
brought  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
court. 

Rule  on  court  procedure 

A  number  of  major  utilities  brought 
suits  in  the  district  court  in  Wash¬ 
ington  in  November,  1935,  to  enjoin 
the  enforcement  of  the  utility  act, 
holding  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
The  government  complained  that  these 
suits  should  be  stayed  pending  final 
decision  in  its  hand-picked  suit  against 
Electric  Bond  &  Share  and  system 
units,  otherwise  the  courts  would  be 
clogged  with  a  multiplicity  of  ac¬ 
tions. 

The  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court 
this  week  was  simply  on  the  ques¬ 


tion  of  court  procedure,  and  not  on 
the  merits  of  the  cases,  according  to 
J.  F.  Fogarty,  president  of  North 
American, 

He  held  that  in  these  tw'o  cases  the 
proceedings  so  far  before  the  courts 
have  dealt  solely  with  the  question 
of  whether  these  suits  should  be 
brought  to  trial  in  the  lower  federal 
court  without  awaiting  final  decision 
by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Electric 
Bond  &  Share  case.  The  District  of 
Columbia  court  last  January  6  grant¬ 
ed  the  government’s  motion  to  stay 
the  North  American  and  American 
Water  Works  &  Electric  suits  pending 
the  outcome  of  the  Electric  Bond  & 
Share  case,  which  was  recently  argued 
before  Federal  Judge  Julian  W.  Mack 
in  New  York,  and  decision  is  expected 
in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  Fogarty  pointed  out  that  the 
Supreme  Court  stated  that  it  is  “sat¬ 
isfied  that  the  limits  of  a  fair  discre¬ 
tion  are  exceeded  in  so  far  as  the 
stay  is  to  continue  in  effect  after  the 
decision  by  the  district  court  in  the 
suit  against  Electric  Bond  &  Share 
Company,  and  until  the  determination 
by  this  court  of  an  appeal  therefrom.” 
The  fact  that  the  Supreme-  Court  held 
that  “for  the  moment  we  fix  the  ut¬ 
termost  limit  as  the  date  of  the  first 
decision  in  the  suit  selected  as  a  test, 
laying  to  one  side  the  question 


whether  it  should  even  go  so  far,” 
indicates  that  the  lower  federal  court 
should  allow  the  North  American  and 
American  Water  Works  &  Electric 
suits  to  proceed  as  soon  as  Judge 
Mack  handed  down  his  decision  in 
the  government’s  suit. 

“On  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
stay  should  be  allowed  to  continue 
even  for  the  short  time  that  now  re¬ 
mains  until  the  decision  of  the  New 
York  district  court  in  the  Electric 
Bond  &  Share  suit,”  Mr.  Fogarty  said, 
“the  Supreme  Court  indicates  that  the 
burden  is  upon  the  government  to 
show  just  ground  for  a  stay  even  of 
this  shorter  length,  and  that  no  such 
showing  has  thus  far  been  made  by 
the  government.” 

Sees  prompt  test  of  act 

Mr.  Fogarty  added  that  “since  the 
government  has  undoubtedly  made  all 
the  showing  it  can  make  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  this  stay,  we  believe  this  de¬ 
cision  opens  the  way  for  a  prompt 
test  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
utility  holding  company  act  upon  is¬ 
sues  applicable  to  our  own  companies 
that  are  not  presented  in  the  Elec¬ 
tric  Bond  &  Share  case.” 

Last  June  22  the  Court  of  Appeals 
reversed  the  Columbia  District  Court 
from  which  the  government  appealed. 
The  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  de- 
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Power  Commission  Denies  Pleas 
to  Delay  New  Accounts  System 

Refuses  request  of  thirty-seven  utilities  to  postpone  effective  date 
beyond  January  1  —  Order,  coming  soon  after  decision  of  Supreme 
Court  against  the  telephone  companies,  considered  highly  significant 


cision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  va¬ 
cated  the  decision  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  Court  and  remanded  the 
two  suits  back  to  the  latter  court  to 
determine  the  government’s  motion  for 
a  stay  in  accordance  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  laid  down  in  the  opinion  accom¬ 
panying  the  decision. 

The  Supreme  Court  did  not  find 
fault  with  the  government’s  strategy, 
but  held  that  “viewing  the  problem  as 
one  of  power,  and  of  power  only, 
we  find  ourselves  unable  to  assent  to 
the  suggestion  that  before  proceedings 
in  one  suit  may  be  stayed  to  abide 
the  proceedings  in  another,  the  parties 
to  the  two  causes  must  be  shown  to 
be  the  same  and  the  issues  identical,” 
Justice  Cardoza  said  in  his  decision. 

“In  these  ^holding  company  act 
cases  great  issues  are  involved,  great 
in  their  complexity,  great  in  their  sig¬ 
nificance.  On  the  facts  there  will  be 
need  for  the  minute  investigation  of 
intercorporate  relations  linked  in  a 
web  of  baffling  intricacy.” 

• 

Georgia  Power  Sued 
by  R.E.A.  Co-operative 

Charging  unfair  competition,  the 
North  Georgia  Electric  Membership 
Corporation,  an  R.E.A.  co-operative 
to  distribute  T.V.A.  power,  has  filed 
suit  against  the  Georgia  Power  Com¬ 
pany  for  $1,000,000  damages  and  an 
additional  $50,000  attorney  fees. 
Several  months  ago  the  power  com¬ 
pany  attempted  to  enjoin  the  co-op¬ 
erative,  but  the  suit  was  dismissed. 


An  order  denying  application  of 
thirty-seven  electric  utility  companies 
for  postponement  of  the  effective  date 
for  a  uniform  system  of  accounts  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Federal  Power 
Commission. 

The  uniform  system  prescribed  by 
the  commission,  adopted  on  June  16, 
is  to  become  effective  January  1  and 
applies  to  all  public  utilities  and  li¬ 
censees  subject  to  the  commission’s 
jurisdiction. 

Denial  of  the  applications  was 
based  on  the  grounds  that  “ample  op¬ 
portunity  has  been  afforded  all  in¬ 
terested  parties  to  present  objections 
to  and  suggestions  for  changes  in  the 
proposed  system  of  accounts  and  that 
the  companies’  applications  raised  no 
new  matter  not  theretofore  considered 
and  were  insufficient  to  warrant  either 
postponement  or  further  hearings,” 
the  commission  stated. 

The  commission’s  order  of  denial 
of  application  for  postponement,  com¬ 
ing  on  the  heels  of  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  upholding  the 
order  of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  establishing  a  uniform 
system  of  accounts  for  telephone  com¬ 
panies,  was  considered  highly  signifi¬ 
cant.  Opinion  was  expressed  that  in¬ 
asmuch  as  the  Supreme  Court  upheld 


the  system  of  accounts  for  telephone 
companies  the  utilities  would  find  lit¬ 
tle  relief  if  they  should  contest  the 
order  of  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion  regarding  the  classification  of  ac¬ 
counts. 

In  denying  the  application  for  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  thirty-seven  utilities 
Frank  R.  McNinch,  chairman  of  the 
commission,  stated  that  not  only  was 
request  made  for  postponement  of  the 
effective  date  but  “in  some  instances” 
conferences  with  representatives  of 
the  commission’s  staff,  and  “in  others” 
a  hearing  on  the  system  of  accounts. 

Officials  of  the  Federal  Power  Com¬ 
mission  denied  that  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  had  prompted  denial 
of  the  application  of  the  utilities. 

• 

New  York  City  Opposes 
Merger  of  Edison  Units 

The  city  of  New  York  has  filed  a 
brief  with  the  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  assailing  the  proposed  merger 
of  the  New  York  Edison  Company, 
Inc.,  into  the  Consolidated  Edison 
Company  of  New  York,  Inc.  The 
brief  declares  that  the  merger  would 
be  contrary  to  the  public  interest, 
although  it  would  benefit  the  com¬ 
panies  involved. 


Stone  &  Webster  System  Budget 
May  Reach  $10,000,000  Next  Year 


is  proposed  to  increase  the  capital 
structure  of  the  Eastern  Shore  com¬ 
pany  from  $1,000,000  to  $2,000,000. 
The  merger  must  be  approved  by  the 
Commission  before  becoming  effective. 


Directors  declare  dividend  of  25  cents  a  share  as  earnings  show 
increase  —  Stockholders  vote  reduction  in  capital  from  $50,000,000 
to  $20,000,000  —  Business  promotional  campaign  to  he  stressed 


Fortified  with  a  good  backlog  of 
new  construction  contracts.  Stone  & 
Webster,  Inc.,  expects  its  activities 
next  year  to  reach  the  highest  levels 
since  the  depression.  While  the  sys¬ 
tem  utility  companies  will  probably 
confine  construction  programs  to  ad¬ 
ditions  to  plant  capacity  and  trans¬ 
mission  lines,  at  a  cost  between 
$8,000,000  and  $10,000,000,  the  main 
emphasis  will  be  placed  on  load 
building. 

Directors  this  week  declared  a  divi¬ 
dend  of  25  cents  a  share  on  the  cap¬ 
ital  stock  payable  December  23  to 
stockholders  of  record  December  17. 
This  is  the  first  disbursement  since 
the  121/2  cents  a  share  paid  in  May, 
1932,  when  a  total  of  371/2  cents  a 
share  was  paid  during  the  year.  The 
dividend  declaration  followed  closely 
the  action  of  stockholders  which  re¬ 
duced  the  capital  from  $50,000,000 
to  $20,000,000. 

While  consolidated  net  earnings 
are  now  running  at  the  rate  of  about 
$1,800,000,  only  about  $800,000  will 
come  up  to  the  parent  company,  ac¬ 
cording  to  George  0.  Muhlfeld,  presi¬ 
dent. 

Engineers  Public  Service  Company, 
parent  company  only,  will  show  net 
income  of  more  than  $2,000,000  this 
year,  as  against  $1,223,923  in  1935. 
On  a  consolidated  basis  net  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  over  $3,000,000,  against 
$1,605,867  last  year. 

Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light,  which 
from  an  earnings  standpoint,  during 
the  past  two  years,  is  now  showing 
substantial  improvement.  Last  year 
there  was  a  deficit  of  $1,039,000  after 
preferred  dividend  requirements.  For 
the  year  ended  October  31  this  deficit 
"as  reduced  to  only  $425,000. 

The  Stone  &  Webster  system  has 
sufficient  cash  for  most  of  its  1937 
instruction  program,  so  there  is  lit- 
tf®  likelihood  of  new  financing  on  a 
farge  scale.  Refunding  will  also  be 
relatively  small  and,  at  the  most,  only 
^ut  $5,000,000  of  new  capital  will 
^  needed. 

Appliance  sales  in  the  system  ter- 
^tories  this  year  will  represent  about 


a  10  per  cent  increase  over  1935. 
During  the  first  nine  months  this  year 
7,500  ranges  were  connected  to  the 
system,  30,800  refrigerators  and  3,260 
water  heaters.  The  range  saturation 
is  now  about  16.7  pet  jent,  refrigera¬ 
tor  36.7  per  cent  and  water  heaters 
6.1  per  cent.  However,  in  the  south¬ 
ern  properties  refrigeration  saturation 
is  over  50  per  cent. 

From  a  low  point  of  388,000  cus¬ 
tomers  reached  in  1933  the  system  at 
the  end  of  this  year  will  be  serving 
over  460,000  customers,  as  against 
432,000  a  year  ago.  The  average 
residential  use  was  about  905  kw.-hr. 
in  1935,  but  is  expected  to  hit  the 
1,000  kw.-hr.  mark  before  the  end 
of  this  year. 

Great  stress  will  be  placed  on  busi¬ 
ness  promotional  campaigns  next  year 
to  build  up  a  system  load. 

Merger  Agreement  Reached 
by  Two  Maryland  Utilities 

Agreement  has  been  reached  in  the 
merger  of  Eastern  Shore  Public  Serv¬ 
ice  Company  and  Consumers’  Public 
Service  Company  and  filed  with  the 
Maryland  State  Tax  Commission.  It 


Floyd  Hagie  Slated 
for  Reclamation  Post 

Floyd  Hagie  of  Yakima  is  likely  to 
get  the  appointment  as  Washington 
representative  of  the  National  Recla¬ 
mation  Association,  according  to  ad¬ 
vices  reaching  the  capital.  Whoever 
gets  the  appointment  will  have  as  an 
immediate  assignment  work  in  behalf 
of  a  bill  which  will  relieve  water  users 
of  such  proportion  of  carrying  charges 
as  equitably  can  be  charged  to  flood 
control  and  navigation. 

Since  flood  control  was  formally 
recognized  as  a  federal  obligation  no 
credit  has  been  given  for  the  flood 
prevention  that  has  been  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  dams  such  as  the  Pathfinder 
and  Seminole  on  the  North  Platte  Riv¬ 
er  or  the  Elephant  Butte  on  the  Rio 
Grande.  At  Grand  Coulee  navigation 
is  benefited  in  an  important  way. 

Another  task  that  awaits  the  newly 
authorized  representative  of  reclama¬ 
tion  will  be  to  persuade  members  of 
Congress  to  support  legislation  that 
will  allow  power  revenues  to  accrue 
for  the  benefit  of  the  project  or  for 
the  tributary  territory.  This  legisla¬ 
tion  has  an  outstanding  precedent  in 
the  use  of  Boulder  Dam  money  for 
development  in  the  upper  basin  of  the 
Colorado  River. 


CRIBBING  AT  GRAND  COULEE  —  Diverting  the  Columbia  River  to  permit 
construction  of  the  central  section  of  the  federal  power  dam.  The  cofferdam 
will  permit  the  water  to  flow  through  a  low  section  in  the  west  abutment 
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Wide  Expansion  for  Utility  Plants 
Foreseen  at  Bankers’  Convention 

Low  cost  of  capital  would  aid  electric  companies  in  raising  funds  to 
meet  growing  need  for  additional  facilities  —  Ross  declares  industry 
fears  yardstick,  not  destruction  of  private  property 


Sharp  issue  is  being  taken  with  the 
views  expressed  last  week  at  the  an¬ 
nual  convention  of  the  Investment 
Bankers  Association  of  America  at 
Augusta,  Ga.,  in  the  open  conflict  be¬ 
tween  public  and  private  ownership 
of  the  utilities.  Bankers  believe  that 
while  the  invasion  of  the  government 
into  the  electric  power  business  may 
have  stimulated  electricity  conscious¬ 
ness  throughout  the  country,  yet  it 
should  not  be  carried  to  the  point 
where  it  destroys  private  investment. 

Declaring  that  the  federal  power 
projects  have  tremendously  influenced 
reduction  in  private  electric  rates, 
J.  D.  Ross,  member  of  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  and  for 
more  than  30  years  head  of  the 
municipal  power  development  in  Se¬ 
attle,  said  that  the  “cry  against  the 
great  public  plants  bas  been  the  fear 
of  the  yardstick  and  not  really  the 
fear  of  any  damage  to  private  prop¬ 
erty,  for  in  only  a  few  years  every¬ 
body  in  power  must  double  every 
facility. 

“It  would  be  better  for  both  private 
and  public  power,”  the  commissioner 
continued,  “if  the  yardstick  were  more 
accurately  defined  and  its  length 
fixed.  To  do  this  each  of  the  great 
federal  plants  should  receive  a  finan¬ 
cial  set-up  definitely  allocating  the 
investment  for  power  purposes.” 

Charles  W.  Kellogg,  chairman  of 
Engineers  Public  Service  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Edison  Electric  Institute, 
charged  that  municipal  ownership  has 
been  emphasized  by  “political  pres¬ 
sure  far  beyond  its  true  importance 
to  the  average  citizen.”  He  added 
that  “as  the  present  conditions  show, 
after  decades  of  experience  with 
thousands  of  cities,  the  cost  of  elec¬ 
tricity  for  the  ordinary  householder 
is  but  2  per  cent  of  his  budget  and, 
after  allowing  for  the  tax  exemption 
which  municipalities  enjoy,  house¬ 
hold  rates  are  actually  higher  with 
municipal  than  with  private  opera¬ 
tion.” 

The  T.V.A.  was  singled  out  by  Mr. 
Kellogg  as  a  typical  example  of  the 
contrast  between  theory  and  practice. 
This  was  supposed  to  have  served  as 


a  yardstick,  he  said,  to  measure  the 
fairness  of  rates  charged  by  privately 
operated  plants.  “In  practice  it 
seems  to  have  become  a  yardstick  for 
measuring  the  size  of  government 
subsidies  directed  against  private 
business.” 

Although  speakers  differed  widely 
on  the  merits  of  public  and  private 
ownership,  it  was  generally  conceded 
that  the  growth  of  the  electric  utility 
industry  was  in  its  infancy.  A  tre¬ 
mendous  expansion  of  facilities  and 
an  ever-growing  use  of  power  were 
seen  by  Mr.  Kellogg,  while  Mr.  Ross 
held  the  view  that  “the  hand  that  con¬ 
trols  the  electric  switch  today  domi¬ 
nates  civilization.” 

Opposing  any  attempt  at  a  partner¬ 
ship  between  private  and  public 
ownership,  Mr.  Ross  declared  that  you 
cannot  make  a  partnership  between 
a  concern  that  carries  its  indebtedness 
forever  when  its  structures  have 
rotted  into  the  earth  and  whose  ideal 
is  to  make  dividends  on  that  perpetual 
capital  cost  and  a  concern  that 
rapidly  pays  out  its  debt  and  whose 
ideals  are  for  service  instead  of  profit. 

Mr.  Ross  called  upon  the  bankers 


to  render  service  in  the  present 
financing  programs  of  the  utilities. 

Discussing  purchase  of  private  utili- 
ties  by  governments,  Mr.  Ross  held 
the  view  that  a  fair  price  should  be 
paid.  Nothing  for  over-capitaliza¬ 
tion,  but  a  fair  price  that  will  com- 
pensate  the  bondholders  and  the 
stockholders  who  have  made  an  in¬ 
vestment  in  good  faith,  and  some¬ 
thing  for  the  company  for  quitting 
the  job,  he  said. 

Dr.  Karl  T.  Compton,  president  of 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology,  upheld  private  ownership  of 
utilities,  but  qualified  his  remarks  hy 
expressing  the  belief  that  “all  fair- 
minded  men  must  admit  that  govern¬ 
mental  supervision,  occasional  search¬ 
ing  investigation  and  even  a  certain 
amount  of  actual  and  threatened  com¬ 
petition,  if  not  carried  too  far,  are 
necessary  accomplishments  to  private 
ownership  if  the  best  public  interest 
is  to  be  served.” 

Commission  Approves 
Louisville  Addition 

Kentucky  Public  Service  Commis¬ 
sion  has  authorized  the  Louisville  Gas 
&  Electric  Company  to  build  a  new 
25,000-kw.  turbine  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  Sl,800,000.  City  and  company 
officials  agreed  to  the  order,  after  a 
stipulation  was  written  in  that  would 
prevent  closing  of  the  question  of  rate 


SALESROOM  OF  SEATTLE  LIGHTING  DEPARTMENT  —  Display  of  the 
modern  electrical  appliances  in  the  main  office  of  the  city’s  municipal 

power  plant 


6  (3846) 


ELECTRICAL  WORLD  ^  DECEMBER  12,  1936 


Congressional  Inquiry  Looms  in 
Break-up  of  Power  Pool  Meeting 

Representative  Rankin  charges  private  utilities  seek  to  destroy  T.V.A. 
yardstick  —  Conference  to  organize  power  consumers  ends  in  disorder 
as  delegates  vote  confidence  in  President  Roosevelt's  plan 


base  values  when  rate  discussions  are 
renewed  two  years  hence. 

The  company  plans  to  put  the  new 
unit  in  the  present  Canal  station 
(Electrical  World,  October  17, 
page  6).  The  city  had  opposed  the 
installation. 

S.E.G.  Ruling  Bans 
Dividend  Payments 

Active  participation  in  managerial 
and  financial  matters  of  public  utili¬ 
ties  by  the  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  was  seen  by  observers  as 
a  result  of  the  recent  ruling  of  the 
commission  pertaining  to  declaration 
of  dividends  by  holding  companies 
and  subsidiaries  registered  under  the 
public  utility  act. 

Under  the  act  the  S.E.C.  ruled 
that  “no  registered  holding  company 
or  subsidiary,  except  by  commission 
approval,  shall  after  January  1  “de¬ 
clare  or  pay  any  dividend  on  any  se¬ 
curity  of  such  company  out  of  capital 
or  unearned  surplus  other  than  a  divi¬ 
dend  in  liquidation  of  a  subsidiary  all 
of  whose  securities  are  owned  by  the 
recipient  of  the  dividend.” 

A  slightly  broader  provision  was 
made  to  the  rule  which  prohibits  in¬ 
terlocking  relationships  between  bank¬ 
ing  institutions  and  registered  holding 
companies  and  subsidiaries  except  un¬ 
der  commission  rules.  The  new  rul¬ 
ing  exempts  oflBcers  and  directors  of 
banking  institutions  who  are  acting  as 
directors  of  a  registered  company 
upon  express  approval  of  a  federal 
court  in  reorganization  proceedings. 
Such  persons  shall  not  be  eligible  for 
a  period  of  more  than  three  years. 

Another  S.E.C.  rule  exempts  pub¬ 
lic  utility  companies  operating  within 
the  United  States  from  obligations 
diat  would  be  imposed  on  them  as 
holding  companies  by  the  utility  act 
if  such  companies  are  considered 
holding  companies  under  the  act  sole¬ 
ly  because  of  a  foreign  public  utility 
subsidiary  operating  in  Canada  or 
Mexico. 


Install  300  Kva  Transformers 

Installation  of  ten  three  phase  net- 
||wk  transformers  of  300  KVA  in  the 
usiness  district  is  being  made  by  the 
of  Calgary  Electric  Light  &  Power 
pcpartment.  The  estimated  cost  is 

S35,000. 


A  congressional  investigation  into 
the  way  the  “protect-the-power-con- 
sumer”  conference  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  was  torpedoed  out  of  existence 
last  week  appears  likely.  Representa¬ 
tive  John  E.  Rankin,  Democrat,  of 
Mississippi,  renewed  his  charges  that 
the  private  power  companies  are  “try¬ 
ing  to  destroy  the  yardstick  and  get 
their  hands  on  T.V.A.  power  so  they 
can  fix  the  price.” 

Leaders  of  the  meeting,  out  of 
which  a  Southeastern  power  con¬ 
sumers’  organization  was  expected  to 
develop,  declare  frankly  that  the  be¬ 
lief  is  general  that  opposition  to  the 
movement  did  not  spontaneously 
originate  on  the  floor. 

Advocates  of  municipal  ownership 
of  electric  utilities  were  routed  when 
they  attempted  to  organize  cities  in 
the  Tennessee  Valley  to  take  an  active 
part  in  President  Roosevelt’s  move  for 
a  Southeastern  power  pool.  The 
meeting  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  broke 
up  in  a  stampede  of  delegates  to  place 
the  matter  in  the  President’s  hands. 

Invitations  were  sent  to  more  than 
170  cities  in  the  T.V.A.  area,  with 
only  65  responding  to  the  conference. 
The  meeting  ended  in  disorder  when 
George  Dempster,  City  Manager  of 
Knoxville,  termed  the  proceedings  “an 
insult  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.” 

Rcuikin  says  T.V^.  to  stay 

Appeals  for  a  permanent  organiza¬ 
tion  to  provide  municipal  consumer 
representation  in  future  conversations 
on  the  power  pool  were  disregarded 
as  the  meeting  came  to  an  abrupt  end. 
The  action  of  the  delegates  from 
cities  in  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  Georgia  and  Kentucky  appar¬ 
ently  wrote  a  final  chapter  in  the 
attempts  to  organize  consumers. 

Representative  Rankin  characterized 
the  power  pool  as  an  attempt  by 
private  utilities  to  destroy  the  T.V.A. 
A  militant  foe  of  the  power  pool,  Mr. 
Rankin  said  that  any  such  move 
would  “wreck  the  entire  power  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Administration”  as  he 
demanded  a  clear-cut  severance  of 


federal  and  private  power  operations. 

“If  the  power  trusts  had  given  us 
lower  telephone  and  electric  rates  ten 
years  ago  there  would  have  been  no 
T.V.A.,”  the  Mississippi  Representa¬ 
tive  declared.  “Now  the  T.V.A.  is 
here  to  stay,  and  there  will  be  no 
partnership  if  I  can  help  it.” 

Harold  G.  Fiske,  chairman  of  the 
Chattanooga  Electric  Power  Board, 
which  sponsored  the  conference,  de¬ 
clared  that  “it  is  possible  that  every 
municipality  now  interested  in  the 
proposed  power  pool  would  be  glad 
to  set  aside  its  municipal  power  pro¬ 
gram  if  it  were  satisfied  that  it  could 
buy  current  from  the  private  com¬ 
panies  on  terms  as  favorable  as  those 
proposed  by  the  T.V.A.” 

Col.  Fiske  asserted  that  the  T.V.A. 
inspired  and  would  have  welcomed 
organization  of  a  municipal  power 
consumers’  association. 

Sponsor  Power  Use  on  Farm 

The  first  of  a  series  of  regional 
farm  power  conferences  will  be  held 
in  Schenectady  December  16  and  17, 
under  the  auspices  of  General  Electric 
Company.  The  meetings  will  deal 
with  practical  uses  for  electricity  on 
the  farm.  Another  such  conference 
will  be  held  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  More  than  200  representatives 
of  electric  utilities,  county  agricultural 
agents,  college  extension  workers  and 
R.E.A.  representatives  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  states  will  attend  the  Schenec¬ 
tady  conference. 

Congress  to  Get  Power  Bill 

One  in  the  first  series  of  bills  likely 
to  receive  early  consideration  of  the 
new  Congress  will  be  the  one  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  operation  of  the  Bonneville 
dam  and  the  conditions  under  which 
the  power  generated  will  be  sold.  It 
is  believed  by  Washington  observers 
that  the  bill  will  provide  for  operation 
by  the  Corps  of  Engineers  with  the 
Federal  Power  Commission  approving 
contracts  and  rates. 
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ings  Institute,  said  expansion  of  pro-j 
duction  would  absorb  the  joblessi 
unless 


Fisher  Presented  McGraw  Medal 


prices  rose. 


Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  executive  honored  for  his  creative  leadership 
in  coKirdinating  and  developing  electrical  markets  in  California 


The  committee  making  the  1936  ^^-ngmeers  Called  Key 

award  consisted  of  Allan  Coggeshall,  Men  of  World  Future 
president  of  Hatzel  &  Buehler;  T.  0. 

Kennedy,  executive  vice-president  of  ®  ^  society  will 

Ohio  Puhlic  Service  Company;  L.  E.  ‘"y" 

Latham,  vice-president  of  E.  B.  Latham  f *'•  favest  series  of  prob- 
&  Company,  and  C.  E.  Wilson,  vice-  the  world  has  faced  in  2,000 

president  of  General  Electric.  ,«■'>  ™P™er  broadly 

The  1935  award  of  the  McGraw  ‘''ained  in  the  social  as  well  as  ted- 

medal  was  made  to  George  E.  Whit-  D'-  N'yho  as  Murt., 

well,  vice-president  of  Philadelphia  Butler,  president  of  Columbia  Univet- 

Electric  Company,  and  Merrill  E- Skin-  sity  predicted  last  week  at  a  dinner 

ner.  assistant  vice-nresident  of  Niasrara  ®  ^  Promotion  of 

Engineering  Education. 

“Lawyers  can  do  nothing  for  us 
now,”  Dr.  Butler  declared.  “All  other 
careers  are  partial  and  special,  and  it 
is  to  the  engineer  we  must  look  for 
guidance.” 

The  great  problems  confronting  the 
engineer.  Dr.  Butler  declared,  are 
those  of  public  health,  the  scientific 
supply  of  food  through  the  proper  use 
of  the  soil,  soil  erosion  and  provisions 
of  standards  of  living  as  well  as  lei¬ 
sure. 


Chester  Submits  Plan 
to  American  Industry 

A  twelve-point  program  embodying 
industrys’  obligations  to  the  public 
was  submitted  to  the  nation’s  leaders 
this  week  in  New  York  by  C.  M. 

Chester,  president-  of  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers. 

Presenting  his  program  at  the  41st 
annual  convention  at  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Congress  of  American 
Industry,  Mr.  Chester  revealed  that 
employment  among  the  member  com¬ 
panies  was  actually  106  per  cent  of 
the  1929  level  instead  of  the  90  to  95 
per  cent  generally  estimated.  These 
figures  were  based  on  canvass  of  the 
N.A.M.  members  in  which  returns 
were  received  from  firms  employing  order 
nearly  1,500,000  people,  one-sixth  of 
the  people  at  work  in  manufacturing 
industry. 

Mr.  Chester  went  on  record  as  op¬ 
posing  the  30-hour  week,  declaring 
that  “we  cannot  get  more  by  produc¬ 
ing  less.  We  cannot  get  more  by 
dividing  the  same  amount  of  work. 
Multiplying  products — creating  more 
things — this  is  the  American  formula 
for  prosperity.” 

It  was  suggested  by  the  N.A.M. 
president  that  industry  make  better 
goods  at  lower  cost;  put  every  em¬ 
ployable  in  manufacturing  industry 
back  to  work;  stand  square  against 
monopoly;  help  to  create  economic 
security  for  all,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  Government  in  a  constructive 
manner. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Moulton,  head  of  Brook- 


Robert  Earl  Fisher 


tive  leadership  in  co-ordinating  and 
promoting  the  development  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  market  in  Northern  California. 

Presentation  of  the  medal  was  made 
on  December  11  at  a  dinner  held  at 
the  Fairmont  Hotel,  San  Francisco, 
and  sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco 
Electrical  Development  League. 

Long  a  leader  in  improving  trade 
conditions,  Mr.  Fisher  has  been  out¬ 
standing  in  his  work  in  guiding  the 
conduct  of  a  continuing  series  of  co¬ 
ordinated  seasonal  promotion  sales 
campaigns.  In  1922,  when  rigorous 
competitive  conditions  were  demoral¬ 
izing  the  industry  in  California,  Mr. 
Fisher  succeeded  in  co-ordinating  the 
different  branches  of  the  electrical  in¬ 
dustry  in  a  constructive  program  for 
mutually  broadening  electric  service 
throughout  northern  California. 

For  three  years  he  headed  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast  Electrical  Bureau,  organ¬ 
izing  and  promoting  industry  prog¬ 
ress.  In  1933  he  organized  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Appliance  Society  of  northern 
California  and  has  co-ordinated  the  ad¬ 
vertising  and  promotion  of  manufac¬ 
turers,  wholesalers,  dealers  and  utili¬ 
ties  and  greatly  increased  its  volume 
and  effectiveness. 


American  Eni^ineerinff  Coumil 

meeting,  Mayflower  Hotel,  WiishinKtoD, 
D.  C.,  January  14-16.  Frederick  M. 
Felker,  executive  secretary,  T44  jaci:- 
son  Place,  Washington,  D.  C. 

American  Inatitote  of  Electrical 
neers — Winter  convention.  New 
N.  Y.,  January  25-29.  H.  H- 
national  secretary,  33  West  39th  Stree . 
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Output  14  per  Cent  Above  Last  Year 
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More  energy  was  generated  in  cen¬ 
tral  stations  during  the  week  ended 
December  7  than  in  any  previous 
week  on  record,  the  total  amounting 
to  2,243,916,000  kw.-hr.,  according  to 
the  Edison  Electric  Institute.  Corn- 


means  that  the  output  curve  is  rising 
more  steeply  than  was  the  case  a  year 
ago.  Present  indications  point  to  a 
winter  peak  15  per  cent  above  last 
year  and  24  per  cent  above  1929. 

The  past  few  weeks  have  shown 


an  increase  in  regional  percentages 
over  1935  throughout  the  country 
except  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The 
South  is  up  nearly  19  per  cent,  the 
Central  industrial  area  17. 

Per  cent  Changed  from  Previous  Years 


paring  like  weeks,  this  was  13.9  per 
cent  above  1935  and  24  per  cent 
above  1929.  The  increase  over  the 
week  before  Thanksgiving  was  about 
48.000,000  kw.-hr.  whereas  last  year 
it  was  only  17,000,000  kw.-hr.,  which 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 

1936  1935  1934 

Dec.  5.  .2,244  Dec.  7..  1,970  Dec.  8. 1,743 
Nov  28.. 2.  134  Nov.  30  .1,877  Dec.  1.. 1,684 

Nov.  21.  .2,196  Nov.  23.  .1,953  Nov.  24.  .1,705 

Nov.  14.  .2,170  Nov.  16.  .1,939  Nov.  17.  .1,691 

Nov.  7.  .2,169  Nov.  9.  .1,914  Nov.  10.  .1,676 

Oct.  31. .2, 176  Nov.  2. .1,897  Nov.  3. .1,669 
Oct.  24.. 2, 167  Oct.  26.. 1,896  Oct.  27.. 1,677 


. - Week  ended - « 

Region  Deo.  5  Nov.  28  Nov.  21 

Now  England .  -HI. 8  -1-11.1  -1-10.0 

Middle  AtlanUo .  -H3.8  -H3.3  -fl2.8 

Central  I^uatrial .  -(-16.8  -(-16.3  -(-14.6 

West  Central .  -(-10.3  +  8.0  +  7.6 

Southern  Statee .  -(-18.8  -1-18. 1  -(-14.3 

Rooky  Mountain .  -fl2.3  -(-10.8  -(-12.3 

Padfio .  +  8.2  +  9.2  -(-  8.4 


United  States .  -fl3.9  -(-13.7  -(-12.4 


Month’s  Output  Tops 
10  Billion  Kw.-Hr. 

For  the  first  time  surpassing  a 
monthly  total  of  10,000,000,000  kw.-hr., 
public  utility  plants  during  October 
generated  10,143,176,000  kw.-hr.,  ac¬ 
cording  to  statistics  announced  by  the 
Federal  Power  Commission.  This  in¬ 
dicates  a  gain  of  15  per  cent  over  the 
like  month  in  1935,  compared  with 
14  per  cent  in  August  and  18  per  cent 
in  September.  The  average  daily 
production  was  the  largest  for  any 
month  of  record,  1.2  per  cent  greater 
-han  in  September.  Output  from 
water  power  constituted  33  per  cent 
of  the  total. 

Present  indications  point  to  an  out¬ 


put  for  the  calendar  year  of  approxi¬ 
mately  114,000,000,000  kw.-hr.,  which 
will  be  about  15  per  cent  above  the 
record  of  99,397,000,000  kw-hr.  in 
1935. 

The  quantities  announced  are  pre- 


Energy  Output,  Public  Utility  Plants, 
September,  1936 


(^tput,  October  Ineresse  over  1935 


Region 

(Millions  of  Kw.-Hr.) 

(Per  Ont) 

Hydro 

Fuel 

Total 

Oct. 

Sept. 

United  States. . 

3,394 

6,749 

10,143 

-1-15 

-fl8 

New  England. . 

241 

436 

677 

+  7 

-fl3 

Mid.  Atlantic.. . 

578 

2,053 

2,631 

-(-14 

-1-19 

E.  No.  Central . 

185 

2,187 

2,372 

-(-13 

-H9 

W.  No.  Central. 

134 

502 

635 

-fl9 

-H5 

South  Atlantic.. 

611 

618 

1,229 

+19 

-(-20 

E.  So.  Central.. 

361 

82 

443 

-(-29 

-(-37 

W.  So.  Central . 

13 

489 

501 

-fl7 

+24 

Mountain . 

274 

101 

375 

-1-20 

-1-16 

Pacific . 

997 

281 

1.278 

-HO 

-HI 

liminary  and  are  subject  to  revision. 
They  are  based  on  the  operations  of 
all  public  utilities  including  railway 
and  other  plants  as  well  as  central 
stations.  Regional  quantities  for  Oc¬ 
tober  and  changes  in  October  and  Sep¬ 
tember  compared  with  1935  are  shown 
in  the  table. 


New  Substations  Completed 

Central  States  Electric  Company, 
has  completed  the  construction  of 
four  new  substations  and  rebuilt  the 
high  line  from  Belmond  to  Britt, 
Iowa.  Sixty-seven  farms  at  Hancock 
were  wired  for  electricity.  The  town 
of  Miller  was  also  wired  by  the 
company. 
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POWER  AND  MECH 


Grand  Central 


The  Event  of 
the  Week 


Many  attractive  and 
instructive  electrical 
exhibits  were  seen  at 
the  National  Power 
Show  held  in  New 
York  last  week.  The 
attendance  ran  over 
40.000. 


siiaiii 


Exposition  of 

ilCAL  ENGINEERING 

ife,  New  York 


Typical  of 
the  Power  Show 

Cutler-Hammer,  Allis- 
Chalmers,  Allen-Brad- 
ley,  Babcock  &  Wil¬ 
cox,  Leeds  &  Northrop 
(top  right).  Brown  In¬ 
strument,  Bailey  Me¬ 
ter,  Chase  Brass  & 
Copper  (circle  in 
lower  center). 


IN  PICTURES 


n 


\  ^ 


the  Phoenix  Engineering  Corporation. 
Mr.  Crippen  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  public  utility  work  since  1928. 

Adolph  Rebensburg,  formerly  with 
the  commercial  research  division  of  • 

the  General  Electric  Company  in 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  has  been  appointed  Niagara  Hudson  System  Names 

New  Executive  Officers 

At  directors’  meetings  of  the  various 
companies,  held  in  Buffalo,  the  follow¬ 
ing  personnel  changes  in  the  western 
division  of  the  Niagara  Hudson  Sys¬ 
tem  were  made: 

Buffalo  General  Electric  Company — Nor¬ 
man  R.  Gibson  was  named  vice-president, 
succeeding  the  late  A.  D.  Robb;  Merrill  E. 
Skinner  was  named  vice-president. 

Niagara  Lockport  &  Ontario  Power  Com¬ 
pany — Col.  William  Kelley  was  appointed 
president,  succeeding  Mr.  Robb;  Norman  R. 
Gibson,  John  M.  Costello  and  Merrill  E. 
Skinner  were  elected  vice-presidents  and 
Harold  R.  Waldron  was  named  director. 

Buffalo  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corpo¬ 
ration — Mr.  Skinner  and  Herbert  M.  Sharp, 
the  latter  superintendent  of  Huntley  steam 
station,  were  elected  to  vice-presidencies. 

Lockport  and  Newfane  Power  &  Water 
Supply  Company — Harold  R.  Waldron  was 
elected  president,  succeeding  Mr,  Robb,  Mr. 
Skinner  and  William  K.  Robb,  were  made 
vice  presidents. 

Lower  Niagara  River  Power  &  Water  Sup¬ 
ply  Company— Col.  Kelley  succeeds  Mr. 
Robb  as  president  and  Warren  Tubbs  was 
named  vice-president. 

Niagara  Electric  Service  Corporation — 
Paul  A.  Schoellkopf  succeeds  Mr.  Robb  as 
president;  Rob  Roy  Macleod,  formerly  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Bradford  Ellectric  Company,  was 
elected  executive  vice-president;  Wilfred  C. 
Stephens  and  Mr.  Skinner  vice-presidents 
and  Norman  R.  Gibson,  director. 

Niagara  Falls  Power  Company — Rob  Roy 
Macleod  was  elected  executive  vice-president 
and  Francis  J.  Brett,  New  York,  controller 
of  the  system,  was  made  a  director. 


Adolph  Rebensburg  Heads 
Market  Research  Division 


William  J.  Jockers  Joins 
Diehl  Manufacturing  Staff 

William  J.  Jockers  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  sales  manager  of  the 
Diehl  Manufacturing  Company,  elec¬ 
trical  division  of  the  Singer  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
the  factory,  Elizabethport,  N.  J.  Mr. 
Jockers  is  widely  known  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  and  jobbing  divisions  of  the 
electrical  industry,  having  been  affil¬ 
iated  for  more  than  26  years  with 
the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company  and  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  Supply  Company. 

In  the  manufacturing  organization 
he  served  in  the  capacity  of  manager 
of  the  fan  motor  division  and  later  as 
specialist  on  control  and  motor  sales 


of  the  Edison  General  Electric  Ap¬ 
pliance  Company  of  Chicago,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  announcement  by  R.  W. 
Turnbull,  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager. 

Mr.  Rebensburg,  who  was  born  and 
educated  in  Germany,  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1928.  He  has  been  connected 
with  a  New  York  firm  of  textile  im¬ 
porters,  wdth  Peroival  White,  Inc., 
marketing  counselors,  with  the  firm 
of  Taylor,  Rogers  &  Bliss,  market 
counselors  in  the  building  field,  and 
with  Erwin-Wasey  &  Company,  the  ad¬ 
vertising  agency.  He  joined  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  organization  in  1932. 


in  the  eastern  district.  In  the  supply 
organization  his  position  was  that  of 
district  manager,  first  in  the  north¬ 
western  district,  then  in  the  central 
district  with  headquarters  at  Detroit, 
and  finally  in  the  eastern  district  with 
headquarters  at  New  York  City. 


►WiLUAM  G.  Murrin  has  been 
elected  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Mon¬ 
treal.  Mr.  Murrin  is  president  of  the 
British  Columbia  Power  Corporation, 
Ltd.,  the  British  Columbia  Electric 
Railway  Company,  Ltd.,  the  British 
Columbia  Electric  Power  &  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  and  is  a  director  of  a  number  of 
other  companies. 


►  R.  P.  Crippen,  formerly  assistant  to 
the  general  manager  of  the  Tennessee 
Public  Service  Company,  Knoxville, 
has  been  transferred  to  New  York,  N. 
Y.,  as  assistant  electrical  engineer  for 


►  L.  A.  Griffith,  who  has  been  an 
electrical  engineer  for  the  Emerson 
Electric  Manufacturing  Company,  St. 
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Louis,  Mo.,  recently  was  appointed 
electrical  design  engineer  for  the 
Minneapolis-Honeywell  Regulator 
Company,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

►  1).  S.  MacCorkle  has  resigned  as 
cable  engineer  in  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  the  New  York  &  Queens 
Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  and 
is  now  associated  with  the  Habirshaw 
Cable  &  Wire  Corporation,  a  division 
of  Phelps  Dodge  Copper  Products 
Corporation,  as  a  sales  engineer.  A 
graduate  of  Washington  and  Lee  Uni¬ 
versity,  Mr.  MacCorkle  was  connected 
with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Man¬ 
ufacturing  Company  from  the  time  of 
his  graduation  until  he  joined  the  staff 
of  the  New  York  &  Queens  utility. 


BUSINESS  MIXED  WITH  PLEASURE  —  H.  C.  Coffey,  advertising  man¬ 
ager  (left) ;  A.  C.  Crandall,  commercial  manager,  Atlanta  (center),  and 
O.  M.  Jackson,  merchandising  manager  (right),  all  Georgia  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  look  over  a  prospectus  between  catches.  The  picture  was  snapped 
on  a  recent  fishing  trip  near  Palatka,  Fla. 


►  Donald  D.  Parry,  president  of  the 
Public  Utilities  Advertising  Associa¬ 
tion,  recently  resigned  as  advertising 
manager  of  the  Central  Hudson  Gas  & 
Electric  Company,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  to  join  the  staff  of  Wilson  & 
Haight,  Inc.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  adver¬ 
tising  agency  active  in  the  utility  field. 
Mr.  Parry  has  an  enviable  record  in 
the  public  utility  advertising  business. 
Since  1930,  when  he  was  made  ad¬ 
vertising  manager  of  Central  Hudson 
Gas,  his  efforts  brought  his  company 
nine  advertising  awards.  He  has  writ¬ 
ten  sales  promotion  plans  and  public 
utility  advertising  material. 


will  take  place  early  in  1937  under 
the  age  provision  of  the  pension  plan. 
Mr.  Buckley  is  a  fellow  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 
Mervin  J.  Kelly,  formerly  assistant 
director  of  research,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  director  to  succeed  Dr.  Buck- 


►  Dr.  Hector  J.  MacLeod,  who  has 
been  associated  with  the  University  of 
Alberta  as  electrical  engineering  pro¬ 
fessor  since  1924,  has  been  appointed 
head  of  the  department  of  mechanical 
and  electrical  engineering  at  the 
British  Columbia  University. 


RALPH  NEUMULLER,  executive 
vice-president  Electrical  Associa¬ 
tion,  New  York,  elected  president 
of  the  International  Association  of 
F.lectrical  Leagues  for  1937 


^Gilbert  L.  Chadwick,  electrical 
engineer  of  the  Lord  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  Boston,  Mass.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  vice-president  and  general 
sales  manager  of  the  New  England  di¬ 
vision. 

^  H.  A.  Walsh,  formerly  industrial 
sales  manager  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
Electric  Company,  has  been  appointed 
sales  manager  of  the  El  Paso  Electric 
Company. 

^Oliver  E.  Buckley,  director  of  re¬ 
search,  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories, 
has  been  elected  executive  vice-presi¬ 
dent  in  anticipation  of  the  retirement 
of  V  ice-President  E.  H.  Colpitts,  which 


RELAXATION  ON  DECK  —  George  T.  Marchmont  (left)  and  George  T. 
Bryant,  both  of  the  Graybar  Electric  Company,  on  board  the  houseboat 
Noah’s  Ark.  These  gentlemen  were  also  included  in  the  group  of 
executives  who  went  on  the  fishing  trip  referred  to  above. 
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AXD  MARKETS 


Manufacturers  Pay 
Extra  Dividends 


A  fourth  award  of  SlOO  for  the  dis¬ 
tributor  who  submitted  the  largest 
number  of  displays  installed  in  his  lo¬ 
cality  during  Electric  Buffet  Service 
Month  went  to  the  General  Electric 
Supply  Corporation,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

It  is  expected  that  hundreds  of 
electrical  merchants  tying-in  with  the 
second  national  Electrical  Housewares 
Week,  December  7-12,  will  compete 
for  four  all-expense  cruises  to  Bermu¬ 
da  offered  for  the  best  holiday  dis¬ 
plays  of  electrical  housewares. 


Electrical  Exports 
Total  $82,000,000 

Exports  of  electrical  goods  from 
the  United  States  during  1935  were 
valued  at  $82,125,585,  according  to 
preliminary  statistics  announced  by 
the  Department  of  Commerce.  This 
constitutes  an  increase  of  13%  com¬ 
pared  with  similar  statistics  for  1934. 

Twelve  countries  took  exports 
valued  in  excess  of  $2,000,000,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Canada  $9,519,113,  France 
$3,273,384,  Spain  $2,388,971,  United 
Kingdom  $7,078,595,  Mexico  $4,853,- 
134,  Cuba  $2,345,840,  Argentina  $3,- 
514,098,  Brazil  $4,582,123,  Colombia 
$2,513,674,  British  India  $2,777,520, 
Australia  $2,789,108,  Union  of  South 
Africa  $5,805,648.  In  addition  Alaska, 
Hawaii  and  Puerto  Rico  together 
received  about  $6,000,000. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  lists 
the  exports  by  countries  and  by  kinds 


Electrical  manufacturing  companies 
are  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the 
year-end  dividend  disbursements.  The 
following  companies  have  recently 
taken  dividend  action: 

Ohio  Brass,  a  dividend  of  75  cents  on 
the  common  A  and  B,  an  increase  of  50 
cents  over  previous  quarters. 

Anaconda  Wire  &  Cable,  an  extra  divi¬ 
dend  of  $2  a  share  on  the  common  capital 
stock,  payable  December  22  to  stock  of 
record  December  14. 

Minneapolis-Honeywell  Regulator,  a  spe¬ 
cial  dividend  of  $1.50  a  share. 

Arrow-Hart  &  Hegeman  Electric,  an  extra 
distribution  of  75  cents  plus  a  quarterly 
dividend  of  the  same  amount.  The  com¬ 
pany  previously  paid  50  cents  quarterly. 

Hygrade  Sylvania,  an  extra  dividend  of 
$1  a  share  on  common,  payable  December 
21  to  holders  of  record  December  10.  Di¬ 
rectors  also  approved  extra  wage  and  salary 
payments  to  its  3,500  employees,  amounting 
to  $160,000. 

Wagner  Electric,  a  year-end  dividend  of 
$1.50  a  share  on  December  21  to  stock¬ 
holders  of  record  November  30.  Dividends 
amounting  to  $1  were  declared  earlier  in 
1936. 

Kelvinator  Corporation,  an  extra  dividend 
of  50  cents  a  share  and  a  regular  quarterly 
dividend  of  12V^  cents  per  share,  total  dis¬ 
bursement  amounting  to  $725,000. 


Blaw-Knox  G^ts  Utility  Order 

Blaw-Knox  Company  of  Pittsburgh 
has  received  an  order  for  about  2,000 
tons  of  transmission  towers.  The 
towers  are  for  a  220,000- volt  line  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Water  &  Power 
Company  of  Baltimore,  Md.  There 
are  approximately  250  of  these  mod¬ 
ern  towers  represented  by  the  order. 


Housewares  Prize 
Winners  Announced 

Judges  of  the  Electric  Buffet  Service 
Month  window  and  interior  display 
contest  recently  announced  the  win¬ 
ners  of  four  $100  cash  awards  for  the 
best  displays  installed  during  this  na¬ 
tional  co-operative  promotion  of  elec¬ 
trical  housewares  sponsored  during 
October  by  Edison  Electric  Institute 
and  twelve  manufacturers  contributing 
to  the  Electrical  Housewares  Program. 

In  the  utility  class  the  $100  first 
prize  went  to  the  Philadelphia  Elec¬ 
tric  Company,  in  the  department  store 
class  to  Peck’s,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and 
in  the  dealer  class  to  the  Ott  Hard¬ 
ware  Company,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 


BETTER  LIGHT  DISPLAY  —  Feature  window  design  used  by  15,000 
Mazda  lamp  agents  of  General  Electric  Company  which  has  attracted  wide 
public  interest  to  guard  the  eyes  against  improper  lighting 
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of  goods.  Motors,  portable  electric 
tools  and  accessories  amounted  to 
about  $4,345,000;  radio  apparatus  of 
all  kinds,  $25,453,000;  household 
appliances  $11,780,000,  of  which  80 
per  cent  was  for  refrigerators;  gener¬ 
ators  $1,341,000;  insulated  copper 
wire  $1,917,000. 

• 

Machinery  Price  Boost  Seen 
To  Meet  Wage,  Material  Costs 

Rising  wages  and  material  prices, 
foreshadowing  a  further  boost  in  ma¬ 
chinery  prices,  has  brought  forth  a 
large  number  of  orders  and  inquiries 
for  future  delivery,  according  to  lead¬ 
ing  manufacturers.  It  is  declared  that 
the  problem  of  some  shops  is  not  how 
to  get  business  but  how  much  of  their 
capacity  should  be  reserved  for  old 
customers.  Manufacturers  are  urging 
that  orders  for  equipment  should  be 
placed  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to 
eliminate  delay  in  delivery. 


Kitchen  Plan  Adds  Revenue 

Sales  made  by  the  operating  com¬ 
panies  of  the  Associated  Gas  &  Elec¬ 
tric  System  and  co-operating  dealers 
in  a  six  months’  kitchen  moderniza¬ 
tion  campaign  were  as  follows:  13,- 
252  gas  and  6,411  electric  ranges, 
4.248  gas  and  2,768  electric  water 
heaters.  In  the  period  from  July  to 
November  there  were  distributed 
1.059  gas  and  18,438  electric  re¬ 
frigerators. 

Refrigerator  Sales  Up 

Sales  of  electrical  refrigerators  for 
the  ten  months  ended  October  31  to¬ 
taled  1,863,474  units  valued  at  $149,- 
514,803,  the  National  Electrical 
Manufacturers  Association  announced 
last  week.  The  figures  represent  a 
gain  compared  with  the  corresponding 
ten  months  of  last  year  of  416,829 
units  and  of  $38,158,113  in  dollar 
volume.  Sales  for  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  amounted  to  53,191  units  valued 
at  $4,209,133. 


New  York  Metal  Prices 


Dec  2.  1936  Dec.  9.  1936 


Copper  electrolytic . 

Am.  8.  A  R.  price. 

AAtiino&y . . 

Nickel  ingot . ."!."!!! 

epot . 

Tin  Stnuu . 

Aluminum,  99  per  cent. . 


Cent*  p«T 
Pound 

Cent*  per 
Pound 

10.50* 

10.50* 

5  20 

5.20 

12.375 

12  75 

35.000 

35.00 

5.425 

5.426 

51 .375 

51.75 

19—21 

19—21 

*  Delivered  Connecticut  Valley. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Announcements  covering  wage  and  salary  bonuses  continue,  in  some 
cases  accompanying  increased  dividends.  Demand  for  steel  has 
broadened,  with  the  railroads  coming  into  the  market  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  way.  Spurred  on  by  a  wave  of  Christmas  gift  buying,  unit 
sales  at  retail  parsed  the  1929  levels  in  some  lines  last  week.  The 
buying  wave  stimulated  demand  for  all  types  of  merchandise  in 
the  wholesale  markets. 


NEW  ENGLAND 

Heavy  electrical  power  generation  machi¬ 
nery  contracts  awarded  by  a  prominent 
utility  management  corporation  include  one 
25,000-kw.  turbo-generator  for  a  Texas  plant 
and  another  rated  at  7,500  kw.  for  a  Flor¬ 
ida  utility.  A  300-kw.  turbo-generator  was 
recently  bought  by  an  eastern  Massachu¬ 
setts  manufacturing  company,  which  reports 
increasing  interest  throughout  this  section 
for  small  units  in  expanding  their  prop¬ 
erties. 

Small  motor  sales  are  proceeding  at  a 
steady  pace;  one  manufacturer  records  very 
encouraging  orders  for  motors  with  variable- 
speed  transmission;  inquiries  for  large  mo¬ 
tors  of  50  hp.  and  up  are  more  numerous 
than  for  a  considerable  time  past.  A 
manufacturer  of  fractional-horsepower  mo¬ 
tors  reports  a  steady  drain  on  the  factory 
output  at  an  average  of  1,000  per  week.  A 
well-known  manufacturer  recently  stated 
that  difficulty  in  meeting  deliveries  of  or¬ 
ders  from  now  on  may  be  a  serious  prob¬ 
lem. 

Negotiations  for  industrial  electric  fur¬ 
naces  are  progressing  satisfactorily,  two  72- 
kw.  units  being  sold  for  Massachusetts  use. 
Mercury-vapor  lamp  sales  are  increasing  and 
the  introduction  of  this  type  of  lighting 
unit  among  textile  plants  is  gradually  tak¬ 
ing  place. 

General  supplies  are  moving  in  good  vol¬ 
ume;  one  distributor  reports  a  strong  up¬ 
ward  trend  in  small  domestic  appliances; 
recent  sales  of  air-conditioning  installations 
include  225  hp.  for  the  Harris-Forbes  Build¬ 
ing,  10  hp.  for  the  new  offices  of  the 
Cunard-White  Star  Line  offices  and  23  hp. 
for  the  United  Business  Service  building 
extension,  all  in  Boston.  Merchandising  is 
active  and  a  brisk  buying  of  new  lighting 
fixtures  and  interest  in  portable  electric 
lamps  is  noted  by  one  dealer. 

CHICAGO 

Refusing  to  observe  seasontd  characteris¬ 
tics  of  pre-recovery  years,  the  momentum  of 
business  continued  to  accelerate  last  week, 
recording  still  another  new  peak  for  the  last 
six  years.  Current  interest  is  centered  in  the 
great  volume  of  holiday  trade.  Crowds  pack 
every  store  and  they  are  buying,  the  more 
expensive  items  being  sought  to  the  greatest 
extent  in  six  years.  Retailers  report  a 
heavy  demand  for  electrical  appliances. 

Orders  for  electrical  apparatus  from  in¬ 
dustrials  continue  at  a  steady  pace.  Some 
large  orders  for  transformers,  motors  and 
switching  equipment  have  been  received 
from  the  stock  yards.  Expansion  of  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  railroad  shops  has  resulted  in 
heavy  purchases  of  electric  equipment.  A 
prominent  meter  manufacturer  reports  ex¬ 
cellent  business.  Central  station  buying  is 
heavier,  with  several  substation  additions 
now  in  progress. 

A  sudden  spurt  in  theater  building  is 
noted  with  eight  new  motion  picture  houses 
now  being  erected,  while  about  a  dozen 
more  are  undergoing  elaborate  alterations. 


Numerous  store  modernization  jobs  are  re¬ 
ported  by  lighting  equipment  manufacturers. 

Electrical  wholesalers  in  Chicago  repmrt 
an  increase  in  net  sales  of  14  per  cent  over 
the  previous  month  and  67  per  cent  over 
the  same  month  last  year. 

NEW  YORK 

Outlook  for  the  steel  industry  is  most 
promising  for  the  early  months  of  the  new 
year.  Bethlehem  resumed  common  divi¬ 
dends  this  week  with  the  declaration  of 
$1.50  a  share  payable  December  24  to  stock 
of  record  December  17.  The  dividend  is 
the  first  since  50  cents  was  paid  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1932.  Basic  wage  rates  of  the  indus¬ 
try’s  employees  are  about  19  per  cent  higher 
than  in  1929,  according  to  the  American 
Iron  and  Steel  Institute. 

Recovering  from  the  holiday  drop  of  the 
preceding  week,  railroad  loadings  in  the 
week  ended  December  5  totaled  approxi¬ 
mately  755,000  cars,  an  increase  of  19  per 
cent  over  the  similar  week  last  year. 

Production  of  electricity  by  the  electric 
light  and  power  industry  for  the  week 
ended  December  5  was  2,243,916.000  kw.-hr., 
according  to  the  Edison  Electric  Institute, 
an  increase  of  13.9  per  cent  over  the 
similar  week  of  1935. 

PACinC  COAST 

Despite  occasional  shortages  of  material 
and  disinclination  to  begin  new  privately 
owned  construction,  business  over  the  Paci¬ 
fic  Slope  is  very  good  due  to  momentum 
of  excellent  natural  and  seasonal  conditions. 
Eleven-month  volume  of  wholesale  electrical 
business  shows  increase  over  last  year  of 
50  per  cent  for  Northwest,  25  per  cent  for 
California  and  33  1/3  per  cent  for  Portland 
and  Salt  Lake  City.  Collections  are  about 
5  per  cent  better,  though  slowing  somewhat 
in  San  Francisco,  the  area  most  affected 
by  the  maritime  union  strike,  which  is  stiU 
deadlocked. 

Machinery  orders  include  eight  transform¬ 
ers,  size  1,250  kva.,  value  $50,000;  also  six 
size  200  kva.,  value  $5,000  for  a  glass  fac¬ 
tory;  two  switchboards,  value  $30,000,  for 
a  Hawaiian  sugar  plantation,  and  a  250-kva. 
special  insulated  transformer,  pyranol  type, 
for  a  brewery.  Power  companies  are  push¬ 
ing  ranges  and  water  and  air  heaters  in 
cleanup  campaigns,  average  performance  be¬ 
ing  about  one-third  over  budget  on  ranges 
and  water  heaters  and  about  even  with 
budget  on  both  major  and  auxiliary  air 
heaters. 

Steel  mills  are  very  busy  with  orders 
entered  prior  to  recent  10  per  cent  ad¬ 
vance,  though  San  Francisco  shipyards  are 
closed  on  strike  and  Bethlehem’s  $21,000,- 
000  bid  for  Hawaiian  Floating  Dock  may 
be  taken  over  by  Mare  Island.  Prices  are 
steadily  increasing,  especially  on  conduit, 
both  flexible  and  rigid,  and  copper  wires, 
both  bare  and  insulated,  with  early  ad¬ 
vances  expected  on  pole-line  hardware  and 
steel  strand. 


ELECTRICAL  WORLD  >  DECEMRER  12,  1936 


(3855)  15 


I 


Utility  Stocks  Recede  Slightly 
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Electric  light  and  power  stocks  moved  narrowly  during  the  past  week. 
Slight  losses  were  sufficient  to  carry  the  ‘‘Electrical  World”  index  down 
to  38.1;  last  week,  38.7 


Holding  Companies 
File  Permanently 

An  additional  list  of  holding  com¬ 
panies  in  the  electric  light  and  power 
field  which  have  filed  on  the  complete 
form  for  registration  under  the  Public 
Utility  Act  of  1935  was  made  public 
last  week  by  S.E.C.  The  list  follows: 

United  Public  Utilities  Corporation, 
Chicago. 

Union  Electric  Power  Corporation,  Sum¬ 
mit,  N.  J. 

Central  States  Edison,  Inc.,  Summit,  N.  J. 

General  Public  Utilities,  Inc.,  Summit, 
N.  J. 

Frank  D.,  Comerford,  Sidney  St.  F.  Thax- 
ter  and  Robert  H.  Montgomery,  trustees 
under  agreement  dated  Nov.  29,  1935,  be¬ 
tween  International  Hydro-Electric  System, 
New  England  Power  Association,  Old  Col¬ 
ony  Trust  Company  and  said  trustees, 
Boston. 

New  England  Power  Association,  Boston. 

Washington  Gas  and  Electric  Company, 
Summit,  N.  J. 

North  West  Utilities  Company,  Chicago. 

Central  and  South  West  Utilities  Com¬ 
pany,  Chicago. 

American  Public  Service  Company, 
Chicago. 

The  Middle  West  Corporation,  Chicago. 

Public  Utilities  Securities  Corporation, 
Irwin  T.  Gilruth  and  Charles  A.  McDonald, 
trustees,  Chicago. 

East  Coast  Public  Service  Company,  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del. 

Utilities  Power  &  Light  Corporation, 
Chicago. 

Interstate  Power  Company,  Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

Central  States  Power  &  Light  Corporation, 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

■  as  &  Electric  Corporation,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Inland  Power  &  Light  Corporation, 
Leonard  H.  hlorsheim,  trustee,  Chicago. 

Southwestern  Public  Service  Company, 
Amarillo,  Texas. 

Central  New  Hampshire  Power  Company, 
formerly  White  Mountain  Power  Company, 
Meredith,  N.  H. 

North  American  Gas  &  Electric  Company, 
Summit,  N.  J. 


United  Public  Service  Corporation,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Commonwealth  Light  &  Power  Company, 
Walter  Bachrach,  trustee,  Chicago. 

Community  Power  &  Light  Company,  New 
York. 

Crescent  Public  Service  Company,  Wil¬ 
mington. 

• 

Court  Ruling  Blocks 
Utility  Stock  Change 

Decision  of  the  Appellate  Division 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Brooklyn  re¬ 
straining  New  York  &  Queens  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Company  and  Con¬ 
solidated  Edison  Company,  Inc.,  from 
amending  the  charter  of  the  Queens 
company  will  not  block  the  merger 
proposals  of  the  system  now  before 
the  Public  Service  Commission,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Frank  W.  Smith,  president 
of  Consolidated  Edison. 

Mr.  Smith  declared  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  related  to  the  reclassification  of 
the  non-callable  preferred  stock  of  the 
Queens  company  and  in  no  way  per¬ 
tained  to  the  other  companies  in  the 
system,  so  far  as  consolidating  them 
into  one  company.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  the  stock  callable  at  105  a 
share.  The  company  owns  less  than 
95  per  cent  of  the  stock  as  required 
in  the  bill  passed  by  the  last  Legisla¬ 
ture. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Smith 
that  when  the  question  of  the  merger 
of  the  Queens  company  comes  up  be¬ 
fore  the  commission  it  might  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  have  the  stock  evaluated  or 
some  other  proposal  made  so  that  the 
company  could  be  consolidated  in  the 
system. 


The  court  held  that  reclassification 
of  the  stock  would  deprive  the  stock- 
holder  of  “property  rights”  which 
must  not  be  “destroyed  or  impaired.” 

• 

Utilities  Register 
for  $1,391,530,578 

In  the  twelve  months  ended  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1936,  registered  holding  com¬ 
panies  and  their  subsidiaries,  holding 
companies  probably  not  subject  to 
the  act  because  of  the  substantially 
intrastate  character  of  their  operations 
ard  operating  companies  which  do 
not  rate  themselves  holding  companies 
under  the  act  filed  registration  state¬ 
ments  under  the  Securities  Act  of  1933 
for  offerings  of  securities  aggregating 
$1,391,530,578. 

A  recapitulation  of  electric  and  gas 
utility  companies’  securities  regis¬ 
tered  under  the  act  of  1933,  classified 
as  to  groups,  indicating  their  status 
under  the  Public  Utility  Holding 
Company  Act  of  1935  follows: 

1.  Parent  company  registered  under  Pub¬ 
lic  Utility  Holding  Company  Act  of  1935— 
$207,557,382. 

2.  Company  granted  exemption  from  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Holding  Company  Act — $16,- 
300,000. 

3.  Parent  company  not  registered  and  is 
contesting  constitutionality  of  the  Holding 
Company  Act — $376,698,4()0. 

4.  Parent  company  not  registered  but  com¬ 
pany  itself  has  been  granted  exemption  as 
a  holding  company  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Holding  Company  Act — $53,000,000. 

5.  Parent  company  not  registered  under 
Holding  Company  Act  but  company  itself 
has  filed  exemption  application ;  matter 
pending — $164,030,000. 

6.  Company  probably  exempt  from  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Holding  Company  Act — $350,- 
944,796. 

7.  Not  yet  determined  whether  company 
and/or  its  parent  are  exempt  from  provisions 
of  the  Holding  Company  Act;  company  it¬ 
self  has  filed  exemption  application  but  mat¬ 
ter  is  pending — $203,000,000. 

8.  Not  yet  determined  whether  company  is 
exempt  from  provisions  of  the  Holding  Com¬ 
pany  Act — $20,OOO,OOO. 


Baltimore  Utility  Oflfers 
$23,000,000  Bond  Issue 

Public  offering  of  $23,000,000  of 
3^/4  per  cent  first  refunding  mortgage 
sinking  fund  bonds  of  Consolidated 
Gas,  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company 
of  Baltimore  was  made  this  week. 
The  bonds,  due  in  1971,  were  offered 
at  104  and  accrued  interest  and  im¬ 
mediately  went  to  a  premium.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  will  be  used  to 
retire  $21,341,000  outstanding  bonds, 
any  balance  available  going  for  gen¬ 
eral  corporate  purposes. 
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haps  turning  on  window  lights  or  opening 
doors.  Unit  may  be  plugged  into  any  con¬ 
venient  a.c.  outHt. 


TECHNICAL  BULLETINS 


Lighting  Switches — Type  “C”  flush  tum¬ 
bler  switches  are  discussed  in  bulletin  A.I.A., 
File  No.  31-C-71,  of  tbe  Bryant  Electric 
Company,  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mechanical 
features  as  well  as  the  complete  line  of  this 
type  of  switches  are  pictured  in  the  folder, 
and  ratings  are  also  given. 


Rural  Distribution  Conductors — Cop- 
perweld-copper  rural  distribution  conductors 
are  discussed  in  specification  No.  N-12  of 
the  Nehring  Electrical  Works,  DeKalb,  Ill. 
Wire  tables,  illustrations  of  typical  rural 
installations,  discussion  of  construction 
practices  and  difficulties  and  technical  data, 
including  that  on  span  lengths  and  sags, 
loading,  standard  specifications  and  kva. 
load  and  reactance,  are  furnished  in  the 
illustrated  booklet.  Specification  No.  N-4, 
issued  by  the  same  company,  covers  speci¬ 
fications  for  weatherproof  wire  and  cable 
of  the  “U.R.C.”  type. 


Fuse  Links — Bulletin  218,  issued  by 
Schweitzer  &  Conrad,  Inc.,  4435  Ravens- 
wood  Avenue,  Chicago,  111.,  describes  and 
illustrates  this  line  of  fuse  links  for  dis¬ 
tribution  cutouts  and  includes  technical 
discussion  on  theory  and  application  of  the 
links.  Time-current  curves  (melting  time 


Electric  Comforter 


Electric  Comforter — Many  feet  of  fine, 
flexible  wire  are  sewn  between  two  layers 
of  light-weight  cloth  to  make  up  this  elec¬ 
tric  comforter  of  the  General  Electric 
Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  pictured  in 
use  at  a  sanatorium.  A  terminal  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed  leads  to  the  control  box, 
containing  adjusting  mechanism,  thermostat 
and  transformer.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
comforter  cannot  get  too  hot  and  cannot 
shock  the  user.  And  the  thermostat  will 
maintain  the  temperature  for  which  it  is 
set,  so  that  the  user  does  not  have  to  get 
up  for  more  covers,  in  case  the  tempera¬ 
ture  changes  during  the  night. 


photo-electric  cell  in  one  unit. 
The  right  window  of  the  upper 
cabinet  is  dark  and  contains  the 
photo-cell.  Light  from  a  200- 
watt  bulb  behind  the  other  win¬ 
dow  is  focused  on  a  fixed  surface, 
from  which  it  is  reflected  to  the 
cell.  More  or  less  light  reaches 
the  cell  as  the  quality  of  the  re¬ 
flecting  surface  is  changed  by  a 
foreign  body  interrupting  the 
beam.  The  amplifier  at  the  base 
of  the  unit  operates  a  relay,  per- 


Aixiliary  Circuit  Breakers — New  “Yoke 
Type”  Protectits,  announced  by  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Division,  Colt’s  Patent  Fire  Arms 
Manufacturing  Company,  Hartford,  Conn., 
are  designed  for  direct  mounting  on  small 
machines,  machine  tools  and  electrical  ap¬ 
pliances.  For  use  with  a  motor  of  1  hp. 
or  less,  and  with  a  maximum  capacity  of 
10  amp.,  250  volts,  or  15  amp.,  125  volts, — 
a.c.  or  (l.c. — these  devices  provide  “on”  and 
“off”  switching  and  automatic  overload  pro¬ 
tection.  Two  types  are  available — one  with 
fixed  ampere  ratings,  the  other  for  use  with 
interchangeable  heaters,  designed  to  give 
20  interchangeable  ratings. 


Auxiliary  Circuit  Breakers 


characteristics)  are  reproduced, 
together  with  charts  showing  the 
influence  of  ambient  temperature 
and  preloading  on  melting  time, 
and  arcing  time.  Co-ordination 
charts  to  assist  in  the  application 
of  series  fuses  and  complete 
catalog  data,  including  ratings  are 
also  given. 

Portable  Trouble  Lights — 
Portable  emergency  lights  de¬ 
signed  for  public  utility  service 
are  discussed  in  a  14-page  catalog 
issued  by  the  Portable  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  12  Warren  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Both  the  lights 
and  their  applications  are  pictured 

Nickel  Alloy  Steel — “The 
Properties  and  Applications  of 
Heat-Treated  Wrought  Nickel  Al¬ 
loy  Steels”  is  the  title  and  the 
subject  of  bulletin  P-1,  published 
by  the  International  Nickel  Com¬ 
pany,  67  Wall  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  Mechanical  property  charts 
amplify  the  discussion. 


Pluc-in-Resistors — Precision  resistors  in 
Mndy  plug-in  form — of  selected  ohmages  to 
permit  combinations  for  various  total  resist¬ 
ance  values — are  oflfered  by  Clarostat  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Origi¬ 
nally  developed  for  use  in  resistance  bridges 
and  other  test  equioment  in  the  company’s 
laboratory,  the  units  are  housed  in  a 
standard  four-prong  base  and  are  available 
in  values  of  1  to  10,000  ohms,  with  any 
accuracy  up  to  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent. 

Photo-Electric  Control — Teletouch  Cor¬ 
poration.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  developed 
a  photo-electric  control,  known  as  the  Tele¬ 
touch  Riiy,  which  combines  light  source  and 


Photo-Electric  Control 
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R.  E.  A.  Allots  Loans 
Totaling  $1,930,000 

Nearly  7,000  farm  families  will  re¬ 
ceive  electric  power  for  the  first  time 
over  rural  electric  systems  for  which 
allotments  totaling  $1,930,000  were 
announced  by  Rural  Electrification 
Administrator  Morris  L.  Cooke  last 
week.  Lines  are  proposed  for  Iowa, 
Minnesota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Texas 
and  Washington. 

With  these  allotments  R.E.A.  has 
lent  or  earmarked  a  total  of  $41,959,- 
778  to  build  about  40,000  miles  of 
lines  to  serve  some  150,000  rural 
families  in  39  states  and  Alaska. 

Iowa — Cedar  County  Rural  Electric  Co¬ 
operative  of  Tipton  received  an  allotment  of 
$100,000  to  begin  construction  on  a  210- 
mile  electric  project  to  serve  about  600 
customers  in  Cedar  County.  Power  for  the 
system  will  be  purchased  at  wholesale  from 
the  city  of  Muscatine.  The  wholesale  rate 
for  current  will  probably  average  less  than 
1  cent  per  kilowatt-hour.  Greene  County 
Rural  Electrification  Co-operative  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  received  an  allotment  of  $95,000  to  be¬ 
gin  construction  on  a  194-mile  project  to 
serve  about  497  customers  in  Greene  and 
Webster  counties. 

Minnesota— Goodhue  County  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Electric  Association  of  Red  Wing  re¬ 
ceived  an  allotment  of  $325,000  to  build 
322  miles  of  lines  to  serve  900  customers 
in  Goodhue,  Wabasha  and  Olmstead  coun¬ 
ties.  Northern  Co-operative  Power  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Kettle  River  received  an  allotment 
of  $105,000  for  construction  of  115  miles  of 
line  to  ser^’e  354  rural  customers  in  Carlton, 
Pine  and  Aitkin  counties.  Southern  Min¬ 
nesota  Co-operative  Electrification  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Blue  Earth  received  an  allotment  of 
$95,000  to  huild  99  miles  of  lines  to  serve 
about  250  customers  in  Faribault  County. 
Peoples  Co-operative  Power  Association  of 
Chester  received  an  allotment  of  $55,000  for 
construction  of  57  miles  of  line  to  serve 
307  customers  in  Olmstead  County. 

Ohio— Northwestern  Electric  Co-opera¬ 
tive,  Inc.,  of  Montpelier  received  an  allot¬ 
ment  of  $285,000  for  construction  of  277 
miles  of  lines  to  serve  about  1,000  cus¬ 
tomers  in  Williams  and  Defiance  counties. 

Oklahoma — A  partial  allotment  of  $180,- 
000  for  building  about  200  miles  of  lines  to 
serve  500  customers  in  Grant  and  Kay 
counties  was  made  to  a  local  co-operative 
now  being  organized.  This  allotment  will 
permit  a  start  on  a  project  eventually  plan¬ 
ned  to  be  twice  as  large. 

Texas— An  allotment  of  $200,000  for 
building  about  202  miles  of  lines  to  serve 
700  customers  in  Rockwall,  Collin  and 
Dallas  counties  was  made  to  a  local  co¬ 
operative  now  being  organized. 

Washington — Spokane  County  Rural 
Electric  Co-operative  of  Plaza  received  an 
allotment  of  $290,000  for  construction  of 
205  miles  of  lines  and  a  900-kw.  generating 
plant,  to  serve  600  customers  in  Spokane 
and  Whitman  counties.  Whitman  Rural 
Electric  Co-operative  of  Colfax  received  an 
allotment  of  $200,000  for  the  construction 
of  208  miles  of  lines  to  serve  680  cus¬ 
tomers  in  Whitman  County.  Power  will  be 
purchased  at  wholesale  from  the  new  Diesel¬ 
generating  plant  included  in  the  Spokane 
County  Rural  Hectric  Co-operative  project 
announced  above. 


MONROE,  MICH. — River  Raisin  Paper 
Company  plans  installation  of  motors  and 
controls,  regulators,  conveyors  and  other 
equipment  in  new  additions  to  paperboard 
mill.  Cost  about  $200,000. 

HARLAN,  IOWA — Shelby  County  Rural 
Electric  Co-Operative,  Inc.,  Harlan,  George 
Hess,  president,  has  engaged  H,  S.  Nixon, 
5023  Burt  Street,  Omaha,  Neb.,  consulting 
engineer,  to  make  surveys  and  plans  for 
transmission  and  distributing  lines  in  parts 
of  Shelby,  Harrison  and  Cass  Counties,  for 
rural  electrification,  totaling  about  250 
miles,  with  power  substation  and  service 
facilities.  Bids  for  construction  will  be 
asked  at  early  date.  Fund  of  $267,000  has 
been  secured  through  federal  aid. 

HIGH  POINT,  N.  C. — Is  concluding  ar¬ 
rangements  for  financing  in  gross  amount 
of  $5,766,750  for  proposed  municipal  hydro¬ 
electric  power  plant,  and  has  secured  pre¬ 
liminary  approval  of  bond  issue  at  $3,171,- 
750,  following  recent  federal  grant  of 
$2,595,000.  Site  has  been  selected  on 
Yadkin  River  about  12  miles  from  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C.  In  addition  to  generating 
station,  project  will  include  transmission 
line  to  city,  with  power  substation  at  latter 
point.  Extensions  and  improvements  will 
be  made  in  present  city-owned  electrical 
distributing  system. 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN.— Director  of  Pur¬ 
chases,  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  receives 
bids  until  December  28  for  20  galvanized 
steel  towers,  three  different  types,  totaling 
about  225  tons,  for  double-circuit  transmis¬ 
sion  line  from  Norris  hydro-electric  gen¬ 
erating  station  to  Alcoa,  Tenn. 

MARION,  IND. — Garford  Corporation 
plans  installation  of  motors  and  controls, 
electric  hoists,  conveyors  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  in  connection  with  expansion  and  im¬ 
provements  in  motor  truck  and  commercial 
trailer  plant,  comprising  former  local  works 
of  Indiana  Motors  Corporation,  recently  ac¬ 
quired.  Company  is  arranging  financing 
through  stock  issue  to  total  over  $1,000,000, 
considerable  part  of  proceeds  to  be  used 
for  program  noted. 

EL  CENTRO,  CALIF.— Hydro  electric 
power  project  of  Imperial  Irrigation  Dis¬ 
trict,  El  Centro,  on  All-American  Canal, 
now  being  constructed  by  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  recently  referred  to  in  these  columns, 
will  include  a  standby  electric  generating 
station,  using  diesel  engine-generator  units 
of  5,0()0-kw.  capacity,  estimated  to  cost 
$450,000;  power  substations  of  outdoor 
type  will  represent  a  cost  of  $300,000,  with 
transmission  lines  estimated  at  $210,000, 
and  electrical  distributing  lines,  with  service 
facilities,  $500,000.  As  previously  noted, 
hydro-electric  station  will  have  initial  rating 
of  12,000  kva.  Fund  of  $2,760,000  has  been 
secured  through  federal  aid,  of  which 
$1,242,000  is  an  outright  grant.  Three  ad¬ 
ditional  similar  plants  are  planned  at  later 
date,  entire  development  to  represent  a 
total  cost  of  $10,450,000. 


CONCHAS  DAM,  N.  M.— United  States 
Engineer  Office  receives  bids  until  Decem¬ 
ber  18  for  one  350-kva.  generator  and 
exciter  panel  and  one  single-circuit  out¬ 
going  power  feeder  panel  (Circular  69). 

BALTIMORE,  MD. — Pennsylvania  Water 
&  Power  Company  has  plans  maturing  for 
extension  in  220,000-volt  transmission  line 
and  will  place  work  under  way  early  in 
1937.  Award  for  steel  towers,  about  250 
units,  has  been  made  to  Blaw-Knox  Com¬ 
pany,  Blawnox,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  approxi- 
mating  2,000  tons. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Bureau  of  Sup¬ 
plies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  re¬ 
ceives  bids  until  December  15  for  quantity 
of  insulated  electric  cable  for  Eastern  and 
Western  Navy  Yards  (Schedule  9415). 

FULTON,  MO. — Callaway  County  Rural 
Electric  Co-Operative  Association,  Fulton, 
James  McClanahan,  secretary,  will  take  bids 
about  December  21  for  transmission  and 
distributing  lines  in  parts  of  Callaway 
County,  for  rural  electrification,  totaling 
about  110  miles,  with  power  substation  fa¬ 
cilities.  Power  supply  will  be  secured  from 
municipal  station  at  Fulton.  Fund  of 
$120,000  is  being  secured  through  federal 
aid.  M.  B.  Messier,  Hannibal  Mo.,  is  con¬ 
sulting  engineer. 

PLYMOUTH,  N.  C.— Kieckhefer  Con¬ 
tainer  Company,  West  Canal  Street,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  manufacturer  of  corrugated 
paper  containers,  plans  installation  of 
motors  and  controls,  transformers  and  ac¬ 
cessories,  electric  hoists,  conveyors  and 
other  equipment  in  new  multi-unit  pulp  mill 
on  tract  of  75  acres  of  land  at  Plymouth, 
recently  acquired.  A  power  house  and 
pumping  station  will  be  built.  Entire 
project  will  cost  over  $4,000,000.  Main 
converting  plant  of  company  is  at  Delair, 
N.  J. 

JACKSON,  MICH. — Consumers  Power 
Company  is  arranging  1937  expansion  and 
improvement  program  to  cost  about  $16, (KX),- 
000.  including  extensions  and  betterments 
in  generating  plants,  power  substations, 
transmission  and  distributing  lines,  and 
other  structures.  A  number  of  rural 
electrification  projects  will  be  carried  out 
in  different  districts.  Company  is  arrang¬ 
ing  bond  issue  of  $1 2,000, 0()0,  a  portion  of 
proceeds  to  be  used  for  different  features 
of  program. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.— Ford  Motor  Company 
of  Canada,  Ltd.,  plans  expansion  in  powtf 
plant  in  connection  with  extensions  and 
improvements  to  be  made  in  local  plant 
during  coming  year,  consisting  of  several 
large  units  for  increase  in  parts  production 
and  assembling.  Plant  installation  will  in¬ 
clude  motors  and  controls,  regulators,  con¬ 
veyors,  electric  hoists  and  other  equipmi^ 
Entire  project  will  cost  close  to  $1,700,(W. 
of  which  over  $1,200,000  will  be  expended 
for  mechanical  and  electrical  equipment. 
Company  is  a  subsidiary  of  Ford  Motor 
Company,  Dearborn,  Mich. 
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